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-USA-MCC Officials in Lib
| US$257m Compact

By Leroy M. Sonpon, IIT

he Millennium Chal-

lenge  Corporation

(MCC) Chief Oper-

ating Officer, Jona-

« than Nash and delegation arc
expeeted to arrive in the coun-
try today, .Monday, Junc 18,
for a two-day -visit to review
compact progress and focus on
sustaining gains ahead of the

program’s closure on January -

20, 2021, a statement said over
the weekend. ;

Other members of the Mr.
Nash’s delcgation arc the Act-
ing Chicf of StafT, Chris Dunn
and MCC Resident Country
Director, Kateri Clement.

According to the statement,
the delegation is expeeted to
highlight progress on proj-
cct implementation under the
US$257 million Grant Com-
pact signed October, 2015, be-
tween the Liberian government
and the U.S: Government.

The  announcement of the
MCC officials visit to Liberia
was made on Friday, Junc 15,
during a half-day media oricn-
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Jonathan Nash met last week to discuss the US$257M
Grant Compuct. :

" tation held atarcsort in Mon- |

rovia.

The five-ycar US$257
million MCC Compact with
Liberia was designed to in-
crease cconomic growth, re-
duce poverty and improve the
lives of Liberians by increas-
ing access to reliable and af-

fordable clectricity, strength-.

cning the electricity scctor, as
well as improving planning
and the implementation of

road maintenance.
Millennium Challenge
Account-Liberia (MCA_L),
headed by CEO Monic Cap-
tan, said progress under the
Compact has alrcady been
made at Mt. Coffec Ilydro-
power Plant in which the

" MCC provided US$147 mil-

lion, and was the singlc larg-
est donor to the rehabilitation.
“Destroyed  during  the

‘wars, the hydro power Plant’s

four turbines arc now online
and can produce 88 mcgawalts
of power —more than doubling
the country generation capac-
ity.” MCA-L said. "

“Additional Compact proj-
cets foeus on ensuring clec-
tricity reaches homes and busi-
nesscs,” the statement said.

It further said that the
MCC’s Compact provides for
the construction of a statc-of-
the art training center; the con-
struction and equipment for a
new Liberia Electricity Corpo-
ration (LEC) customer service
centers 1o prove service deliv-
cry and the cstablishment of
the Liberia Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (LERC).

Mecanwhile, the Compact
will also contributc US$15
million to match the govern-
ment’s funding for critical
road maintcnance on the pri-
mary road network.

By this, it means the gov-
crnment must raisc or have
at lcast USS15 million in her
Road Fund Account to have
aceess from the MCC, if not,
the: Compact will not provide

eria to Review
Progress

the US$15 million.

In Addition, the Compact
has alrcady provided US$5
million for data collection and
capacity building around road
maintcnance management at
the Ministry of Public Works.

_Through the Road Project, traf-

fic and road condition data will
be updated and Liberia’s first
five-year Road Maintcnance
will be developed.

MCC’s time-limited grant
investments _promotc  cco-
nomic growth and help people
lift themselves out of poverty,
creating more stable, sccurc
countrics and new busincss op-
portunitics. A local accountable
cntity sct up by cach partner
country government, known
as a Millennium Challenge
Account, is responsible for
compact implementation with
oversight by MCC.

MCC is a US Government
assistance program.

About Mr. Nash

With more than 20 yecars

of experience in intcrnational
development, Me Nash s

responsible for - oversecing

and managing key aspects.

of the agency’s day-to-day
operations, administration
and programming, and advis-
ing MCC’s CEO or head of
agency on program develop-
ment, implementation, and
oversight.

Since joining MCC in 2006,
Mr. Nash has scrved as Acting
CEO; Acting Principal Deputy
Vice President in the Depart-
ment of Compact Operations;
Deputy Vice President of
Infrastructure,  Environment
and Privatc Scctor; Managing
Director of Infrastructure, En-
vitonment and Private Secctor;
Scnior Dircctor for Environ-
ment and Social Performance;
Acting Practice Lcader R')r‘
the Investment and Trade pri-
vate scctor team; and Practice
Leader for Environment and .
Social Performance,

As Managing Dircctor and
Deputy Vice President of In-
frastructure, Environment and
Private Scctor, Mr, Nalecv-
craged private-scctor partici-
pation in the development and
implementation of complex
infrastructure projects across
MCC’s investment portfolio,



